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Introduction to Foreign Mother Educational Schools

"The new students entering DaCang Elementary in PengHu are all "New Taiwan Kids"

-the dramatically increasing descendants of the foreign parents.

The record-breaking crowd with low learning ability poses long-term risks."”
(UDN news page 11, September Ist, 2003)

"I am very worried...it is still ok to teach him for now, but what can I do when he attends

elementary schools?...... I don't understand phonetic symbols...I am so scared..."”

According to the Minister of Interior and Mainland
Affair Council statistics as of December 2002, the New
Female Immigrant (NFI) in Taiwan amounts to around 250,
000 people. The numbers of mainland mothers and their
children are 154,215 and 208,094 respectively, and that of
South Asia mothers and their children are 93,751 and 127,
883 respectively. The birth rate in these two categories
accounts for 12,46% of the national figures, leading to a
strong indication of multi-national families distributions.
With the number of children under 12 years old gradually
decreasing, NFI's children will become majority in the
future schools.

However, with the increasing number of children
attending schools, most school faculties state that many
children show syndromes of development delay or low
learning ability. This is probably due to the fact that, during
the language developing stages, these mothers speak no
Mandarin, and children have no model to learn from.
Family members' attitude toward foreign mothers determines
the future development of the mothers and children. For
families supporting quick blending into the new society,
mothers and children will exhibit good accommodation
ability; but for others, children will be adversely affected if
blending fails. Once the children encounters problem in
school but mothers cannot help due to language reasons,
children often suffer from self-abasement or peer repellence.

Moreover, the current Grade 1-9 Curriculum lays great
emphasis on parental involvements in school courses. It is
very common for the fathers being fully occupied by the
work, while mothers fail in assisting children's learning
activities due to language and culture gap. Coupled with
the lack of multi-culture teaching materials and relevant
assisting programs, the number for students (or even families)
in trouble 1s bound to grow in the near future. In the long
run, such home education system minority groups could
eventually lead to social issues such as drop-outs, youth
crime, pregnant without married.

Therefore, 1n order to give the most direct and effective
assistance to the NFI and their children, the 7 clubs of the

Rotary International District 3520 (Southwest, Southgate,
Hwa-Lee, Hwa-Hsin, Hwa Yueh, Nanhwa and Lungmen)
has prepared the "Foreign Mothers (New Female
Immigrant) Educational Program" based on this year's
focus of "Family Value", "Humanity Caring", "Assisting
Minority", "Minimizing Illiteracy". This program will
be held for three 8-weeks sections with supports from
Awakening Foundation, whose continuous focus on NFI-related
1ssues are recognized. The contents include the provision
of information on medical care and child-raising, the
guidance on how to communicate with their child, the
explanation on the Taiwanese Grade 1-9 Curriculum, and
the introduction on relevant communities resources. It
1s intended to minimize NFI's obstacles not only while
communicating with doctors, but also turns them into
the important pushing hands in their children's learning
process through proper communicating skill learning and
communities resource applications.

Also, we also hope that all NFIs, instead of solely
learning Taiwanese culture, also have a chance to introduce
the original cultures through the emphasis of multi-
culture. Only through understanding and exchange can
mutual cultures be respected and prejudice be eliminated.
This 1s why the 7 clubs of the Rotary International
District 3520 (Southwest, Southgate, Hwa-Lee, Hwa-Hsin,
Hwa Yueh, Nanhwa and Lungmen) have recognize them-
selves as part of the entrepreneurs and Taiwanese society,
and must provide support and warmth, not only to allow
NFI's thorough elaboration on their ability, but also
present the energy they introduced.

We have confidence that, during the learning process,
NFIs could behave more than active creators rather than
passive receivers. Besides providing practical resource
channel and profound opportunities for leaning and
participations educational-wise, the program should
serve as the developing process for mutual support and
mutual growth group. It is a resource network that brings
them out from the passive, prejudiced, and help-hunger
situations, into a active learning and mutual support
environment.
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The opening ceremony for Foreign Mother Educational School
took place on September 27, 2003. Besides mass public
advertisement, we hoped to draw media attentions on the subject
where NFIs make appeal to relevant educational agencies for

parent educations.

AR L BIPIRILCE G5 -

The school starts, let us get to know each other in
the ceremony.

AZSBRABFREEME - 2
sRATEEAKE » BOEEEIRIE 7

| can't understand the school

AGSHIASRF - IBFIRLZE
BEETiRRAIRE

B AZRE — ABabr

Speaking not so fluently, let us show every-
body - go to the hospital and see what prob-
lems doctor will encounter.

R R AT

A@%H’J ﬂﬂﬁiﬁ?%ﬁ 8, FEIFBEIRIEMERX -

The more the Rotarians can understand and participate, the
more help we can get from them.

AZRERERE C#RTFE - BEIUFIULA

Being a married woman and living in a foreign country,
although it is hard to adapt, yet we are still learning happlly.

contact book of my child and the
teacher knows nothing, what

should | do?
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To allow in-depth understanding for the course contents through group sharing and feedbacks in the
form of activities. To share and exchange experience and ideas, and establish strong relationship
after the course with the true expression of experiences and affections of members.
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[Name Bingo] in the first class is to ask

everybody to write their names and connect R m—— i

them together as one line and it is really not easy ! — e s :
& F?’%E’“LM X@H—;!UEJH’B?’% ﬁﬁﬂ

BRI e |

[ Tree of hope | Every body draws the

. hopes in their minds as trees. See now

it has become a forest!
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Today the lesson for us is [ how to tell story to children J. ,}
First we have to do the facial expression and calls of e ST — @000 =

animals. (See! The teacher is laughing at the side. " :
( ohing ) ey S ——
EE%E  TB BRI O ERFR -
In the course of | understanding the power of the family J,
learn about that between people and people, it is

necessary to maintain appropriate distance in order to have
a good interactive relationship.
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Courses are designed by NFI's own experience. With the friendly and easy learning environ-
ment (2 ~3 teaching assistants will be available around), members are encouraged to speak on their
own life experience. The concepts and techniques intended in the courses can therefore be picked up
easily. Instructors and members can participate in

stage performance based on real-case simulations,

act out their solution, and then decide whether the
solution 1s applicable through group discussion.
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{8 » ISIHREBEE 5 -
If the child is disobedient and keep on

brawling, how to solve it ? You see, the
mother is going to become angry soon.

flf’J\?le:’f_l *'—%,mﬂ‘)ﬁﬁ .J = :@%ﬁ%?ﬂfﬁ_ﬂﬁ
@&%Z%ﬁ)\ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ’]%ﬁéﬂlﬁ ?
[ Halfway during their play, the three children suddenly

brawl amongst them . Guess how | handle the
personal relationship between these children?

& T{TEE * fJ\BabyEHi?r@El’Jﬁ?rJ (R E

TEFRREER  BEBEKE

['You see how the little baby looks in my bellyJ. |
shall play the doctor and | am now helping the
expectant mother to conduct ultrasonic test. Do |
look like a real doctor?

-

REERKA - BfiZELRAEIER @ RREEHEEE S IE ?

t is the time of democracy. We will elect the class monitor and
deputy monitor. Hey, who will be elected?
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[t 1s discovered from past experience that fathers and
mothers-in-law all play crucial roles in teaching their

children. The importance for family relation building
and interaction 1s the vital part in parent education

very important.

AXZ | TREARRIRR ] SEBERIRIE - HTHMEE

My god! How to show the [relationship in the
family J. Scratch my head, think and think again.

A 2HE A\RIZEEER %-“IEE’JEWF*ETHE’JES]{? RSB

Family of everybody will have some good relationship and some
bad relationship. Let me explain and see.

ABBEFREHEN—K » 07
sx e BE R e 7 sRIXFIG M D SR ECAYAERE
Although every family is not the same, yet there

will be some similar problems. How to solve them?
Let us share our experience between us.
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To understand sickness one must know the structure
of the body. See how detail our discussion is? It is
because to us, the health of our family members is
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Numerous frustrations dealing with family and marriage, they have heard thousands of advices and are
sick of other telling her what to do. They hope to be heard and understood about their hearttelt wishes
and painstaking, and be given the most mental encouragement and emotional support, so that they can
face their own problems bravely and deal with family in a positive attitude. Similarity resembles each
other in this group without loneness, where life and self-improve-
ment are dealt with mutual support and encouragement.
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In the friendship
meeting, everybody
brought along many
home dishes. Um....
really taste good, finally
| could solve my
homesick.

A R !R EFRBEEFEER ? | F— MRIF LS
SRS §
Quick! Quick! Tell me how to read this word? ] In a
moment, it will be my turn to tell story on the stage.
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Look! So many distinguished _
guests from the Rotary Club A%L&E R3R - Eﬁﬁfﬁjgﬁ'ﬁ’u ;
come here to encourage us It is seally happy to come to attend
and to cheer us that we can classes. See how joyful is our smiles.
feel lots of their warmth and

care.
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Every time by the end of the class, the contents will be composed into a essay, containing

vocabulary of frequent words/terms. Members are encouraged to follow the leader and read the
essay, and practicing writing vocabularies on the

board. Participation makes the enjoyment.

A i) ZEMERATEE 7 URKAIENS ?

Do you know what the teacher just said ?

SiE ?

The teacher always praises me on how good
my writing is. Do you feel the same?

ABERFIRESRS2ENIRE  EAEREEE

SRR FEA

—E2 e

Look at our serious expression when we are
learning the strokes of Chinese characters, it is
Interesting”? Why not come and learn with us!

CEEE N - BFREE

Teacher, be careful. We are really good as we can
learn at once.

N TIEE S o

ATEIF

BEER

FRERSRREY - ZHRBEON
FHRSCUS SN !

EIp=$5"

In Philippines all along | write in English. Although
the teacher really teaches earnestly, yet | still feel
that Chinese is really difficult!
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“» A baby-sitting program that improve with mothers.

“ Development analysis i1s focused on 3~7 years old
children, with training and evaluation on topics such as
muscles balance and control, creativity, imagination,
language and feeling collaboration, personnel con-
cept developing, lip and orthodontic balance training,
and color 1dentifying ability.

A%ﬁiﬁr!b\gﬁ)ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ {R—EBAEZ » MIZRAY
FHEFREBER 1% » ERKEL -

Look at me how | concentrate my mind in drawing
the sand picture. You will never guess that when
| just came here, | was just like a Koala that always
stuck to its mother.

P ———————

Every week | accompany my mother to the
class and everybody praise me that | am so
well-behaved!

AHEEBASE— R BT  TERSSE |

| like to come to class with my mother very much.
You see how happy | am!

4RBBInX » IMPIEAZHKIT ? IO LAFYTIE !
It is really interesting, do you want to play? | can teach youl!
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.. Volunteer leader training
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Adult education emphasizing equal sharing
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“* The volunteer leader and the course can offer a safe and reliable environment, where member's participation,
experience sharing, feedback, and mental support are encouraged. Members gain from case studies on various situations

in the group, and learn about solutions to problems or conflicts in the group through mutual sharing and help.

** Based on the "Equal Sharing" concept, leaders would not teach members what "should" be done, but come
up with what "could" be done via group discussion in order to gain in-depth and clear understanding.

b <« [{TEE 7 (R E5R 1T AR A
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& ! | RREERERLMIEENFE
IHINTRME ~ IRENALHINS

[ What? | don't understand what you
just said?] 'What? You want us to
answer in English?] Originally this
class is to experience the feelings of
foreign mothers when they cannot
understand and cannot express
themselves.

ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁ__%ﬁmrﬂ—? tﬁg T%ul_nf{:u@,ﬂ%@
N\ZIBFYEEEE - (BEESHRNRT)

The volunteer teacher who plays the role of the head
of the family spread out his both hands and don't know
how to handle the problem that children are fighting
for color pens. (It is really difficult for the master).

4 HPIEEATA/ )\ >
IEAEE » FIE
AY | NBRISISIRIK R I

? | Al %% ??r?‘ﬂ » BILE] .Es—ﬂﬁ ! JTTIE%%T
g‘f’e diasfbgﬁé';‘tgctgﬁjgf —EERIE - BSBS T IBECEB ARSI TR B
0 . : : B ﬁ%% %TE y URHUR IJAJL.A\FFF{M[]E

ur act iIs quite good,
right? It's quite cute! [ Papa, the children are fighting. Give me a hand on this! J.
However, the mother will The father who comes back after work is looking at the
become very mad soon. newspaper and the mother coming out from the kitchen

with the turning shovel is trying to stop the fight between
the children. In real life, very often father will not mind the
business, what can the mother do?
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Volunteer leader training
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< It 1s never difficult to teach for Volunteer leaders who meet NFI for the first time. What 1s difticult 1s

to give up their own prejudice to those so-called "Foreign Brides", to understand them, and walk them

through the journey fighting for the respect and acceptance they deserved from the society.

< Therefore, leaders will stay for review meeting every week after the class finished, and implement
necessary adjustment in the following week in order to further satisfy the course objective.

A A

4 TNFEBIREBTEEERDIER ? BRBTE - REB{TEEIE ? J
158 T —EBBEETR - RPN TRETBENEE -
[ Why foreign brides come to Taiwan to get married? What are the

advantages and what are the disadvantages? JAfter contemplation and
discussion, look at our analysis report that is complete and clear.

CBRMENBINRE LE22TE -8
e BIXE s R U5
I » —RIERAT -

Look what we can learn from foreign
brides-there is language, social
customs, culture, food and drink.
There are so many that writing on one
full page is still not enough.

g

AEEBREBARARRENESKNRES - (158 - e
B | | BAMARBNGEEE - SHIBE N ETIRT 2 ~

ERGENER —RRERFEZERER - — .o
R FEAIRAVHRE R - ZEIZ AT

This class |? to rle‘qu:re', everybody to use Iajguage thalt they N EELRIRME L » ERAREEBEZEREK -
are not familiar with to introduce yourself. [t is really difficult! . | |
Suddenly everybody becomes very quiet and one can realize After looking at the report about foreign brides, the
the reason why foreign brides don't like to talk-it is because teacher wants us to discuss our views on foreign brides
originally they don't know what to say. and we cannot help ourselves but to contemplate deeply.
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" Learning and sharing is the way of knowledge , Well, I had learn a lot from
this class. Know how to mingle with other people or another country. | really
thank everybody, to all the teachers for everything. We could learn how to
deal other people and handle both families and how to handle children.
What [ learned and felt from the class is so very nice and shared a lot about
each feeling.

Hope to meet again like this class.

| can say this is a very wonderful, full of fun “class . I never had any
experience where | feel bored or feel disappointed in any way.

The teachers and the rest of class are very warm heard and very open for any
question or for anything you would like to ask from them. | think this class
is like one big family where everyone is so close to one another.

[ hope I can be able to attend this kind of class again. | am sure | will enjoy
it as much as I learn from it. Thank You Very Much !
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